Outdoor Show Recommendations

Last updated 1/27/2021

In this document, we will help guide you on your way to producing a successful
outdoor show. This document, like us, will be forever changing. We will update
the document frequently to keep up to date with other guidelines, regulations,
and even new ideas. This is all research based, so please take it into
consideration before actual execution of the event. This is based on research
found from events that already happened or documents that have already been
created. We are simply creating this to help the Arts survive through the
Pandemic. This is also created based in the NJ, PA, DE, & NY area, so things
might differ if you are from a different part of the country.

"Around here, however, we don't look backwards for very long.
We KEEP MOVING FORWARD, opening up new doors and doing new things
because we're curious... And curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.”

- Walt Disney
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/301398024293542/?ref=share
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Scouting for a Location

- Scouting a space that will work is imperative. Some logistics to consider
- 8 Keys to Scouting a Location (Film)
- What is a TECH SCOUT??? (Film)
- Using these ideas will help you find and create a well organized production
[ Playing Area/ Venue Area
T Open air or Tent over staging area?

T Can you abide by Social Distancing regulations?

T How will backstage work? Will curtains be hung, and if so, how will that be accomplished in a
safe way?

Are there areas that are shaded for cast/ crew members to reside in when not on the stage?

Is this area too noisy?

Is there electricity within the space or will generators be needed?

If a generator is needed, does the school have one or is this a rental item you need to think about?
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Do you need to hire a certified person to run it or will the district or company provide said
person?
T Will outdoor lighting be used?
T Will sound be needed?
[ Dressing Rooms
T How will outdoor dressing rooms work? Does the facility that you are looking into allow for that,
or will they have to safely be built with a fabric drape and pipe?
Tents?
If outdoor facilities are not found, and you need to use a few indoor rooms, how many can you
use based on NJ guidelines?
[ Audience / Patron Accommodations
T Creating a ‘Household’ square (6’x 6’ box) that a party of the same home can sit in then making
ita 6’ Grid pattern or 1 chair every 6’ feet or 2 chairs every 6’ ?This decision will determine
sitelines, how many patrons can come, and consideration on is this too small of a space/area to be

~

in?
Sanitizer areas
Is a “Cooling Tent” needed? - Area for the audience to get some shade if none provided
Drive In Style?
Do we need an audience?
[ Parking
T Proper parking enough for all attendees SAFELY
T Designated Handicap section
T Parking Attendant - Parent or Police officer?
[ Restrooms
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I Ifthe outdoor area you are considering does not have outdoor areas or bathrooms, how will you
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effectively monitor indoor bathrooms? If there are no outdoor dressing rooms, how will you
monitor the mask use needed for indoor?
Port-O-Pots? Will the school rent or does this fall under you?

T
T s there a spot for them.... Not too close to your audience/performance space?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wr-7PwdMaWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dfsxW0BrXQ
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Reopening Guides
T CDC guidelines #1 and/or CDC guidelines #2
CDC - Considerations for Events & Gatherings

CDC - Readiness & Planning Tools

Educational Theatre Association’s Reopening Guide
September Ready - Arts Ed NJ

Updated Guidance from the Children's Hospital of Philly (CHOP)

The Event Safety Alliance Reopening Guide
Performing Arts Relaunch Framework
Safe Way Forward

CASEL Leveraging SEL as You Prepare to Reopen and Renew
8/17/2020 OSHA Workplace Covid-19 Resources

IASTE Stagecraft Safety Committee Recovery Plan

OSHA - Guidance on Returning to Work

10 Steps to reduce exposure to Covid 19 - OSHA

World Health Organization - Events opening

PACC Guide to Reopening Theatrical Venues
Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers

NFHS - Performing Arts Aerosol Study Preliminary Results 2
Safe Sets International - Resources
USITT's Technical Production Commission Creates "Quick Read" COVID-19 Guides
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/2020-07-06%20CDC-%20Events%20and%20Gatherings%20Readiness%20Planning%20Tool.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/2020-07-06%20CDC-%20Events%20and%20Gatherings%20Readiness%20Planning%20Tool.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SCHOOLTHEATRE/7f9e7fa8-ea41-4033-b6a3-1ce9da6a7b6f/UploadedFiles/HPVMgpNDTw2FWro1JLiL_EdTA_ReOpen_Guide_2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.artsednj.org/wp-content/uploads/NJ-September-Ready-Arts-Ed-Guidance.pdf?fbclid=IwAR09DDj44omnjCEcEyCebt5orCrBrLOzE4URKrPVU92H8Kev_GdbH_f7mto
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sb_8j7m6Pcmlsp93EQA0tf8BX1x0Ihfg/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventsafetyalliance.org/esa-reopening-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x1169_HstTL52cfg6G9Nk_jBXsh6Vgny/view?usp=sharing
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/SAG%20AFTRA%20IATSE%20Reopening%20Doc.pdf
https://casel.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CASEL_Leveraging-SEL-as-You-Prepare-to-Reopen-and-Renew.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/2020-08-17%20OSHA%20Workplace%20COVID-19%20Resources.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/2020-07-22%20IATSE%20Stagecraft%20Reopening%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/OSHA%204045-%20Guidance%20for%20Returning%20to%20Work%20(2020-06-18)%20(1).pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/OSHA-%2010%20Steps%20to%20Reduce%20Coronavirus%20Risk.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/2020-05-29%20WHO%20-%20Key%20Planning%20Recommendations%20for%20Mass%20Gatherings%20in%20the%20Context%20of%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.usitt.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/2020-06-10%20PACC%20Guide%20to%20Reopening%20Theatrical%20Venues%20(1st%20Edition).pdf
https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/file/iwlmsc-task-force-white-paper-6-1-20%20%281%29.pdf?token=AWz_w1WhkOqLeWo3DthSGCMCXafenafOoFB7J-R-khlO843ZGUQUyZ246u_8pzhVQz78CXpnogFL0NJE2R8U8Uw_QLj8xZQmHwBWm1rJkFIfptz2NS-0XWPTYB7Rw-kcITA1yMTwTDZREEKgQNs_sUTlryXd2PdhfDoRzl70SxgoMVnkckoUohjaP_wo8NczuwktpnGRDU1UArdyJAh-VIR1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi4x5HDqWqs
https://practicesafesets.co/resources/
https://www.usitt.org/news/usitts-technical-production-commission-creates-quick-read-covid-19-guides
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Lowest Risk (No zero risk)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSPv04IJvpI&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG1bcAWLazg&t=635s
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Student and Adult Involvement (if a student production)

T Create a pre-involvement questionnaire that all students and adult production staff must
complete before attending any outdoor rehearsals or shows. They must complete this one week
prior to involvement and submit to Theatre Arts Instructors/Facilitators and/or House Managers.

T Examples include:

T NJSIAA questionnaire
T Safe Sets Covid-19 Questionnaire

I Create a daily Pre-Screen Questionnaire that all students and adult production staff must
complete before attending any outdoor rehearsals or shows. They must complete this every day
they are rehearsing or in shows and submit to Theatre Arts Instructors/Facilitators and/or House
Managers.

T Examples include:

T NISIAA screening questionnaire

The Pre-Screen Questionnaire will only be complete when an on-site temperature is taken by a
designated school personnel. These professionals will be present prior to the start of rehearsals/
shows. All cast/ crew and production staff must clear the pre-screening process before they are
permitted to participate.
Any student or adult who has a temperature greater than 100.4 will be required to return home.
Any student or adult who answers YES to any question on the questionnaires shall be required
to provide clearance from a physician before they are permitted to participate.
Students or adults who presently have COVID-19, or who have tested positive for COVID-19,
shall provide clearance from a physician before they will be permitted to participate in
workouts.
Students or adults who have pre-existing medical conditions and/or are immunocompromised
(e.g., diabetes, asthma, auto-immune disorders, etc.) shall provide clearance from a physician
before they will be permitted to participate.
I If the Governor and/or your district requires face masks for outdoor event participation, here are

ones that we found that might work.

T Shield of Glory
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Cleaning Supplies
T The following should be offered by the district/producers:
T Thermometers (for pre-screening)
T Hand Sanitizers (for personal use)
T Cleaners & Disinfectants (for equipment)
T Disposable Face-coverings (as needed, but personal masks are permitted)
T Disposable Gloves (as needed)

Cleaning Procedures
T Theatre Arts Instructors/Facilitators and/or House Managers in addition to Custodial Staff must
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have access to the proper cleaning supplies for a space.

Theatre Arts Instructors/Facilitators and/or House Managers in addition to Custodial Staff must
know you are in the space so proper cleaning protocols can take place before and after use of
space (including outdoor performance area, outdoor offices, outdoor dressing areas, outdoor production
areas, outdoor storage spaces etc.)

Paper Checklist Outside the Space - A cleaning checklist should be posted outside the space for
people to initial with date/time to maintain a hard copy record

Gloves are recommended for handling/disinfecting items.

Need extensive wiping of door handles, push plates, gate entryways, doorways, railings, light
switches, thermostats, cabinet handles, telephones, seating, front of house technical equipment,
computers, keypads, mouse, backstage and technical equipment, concession tables, and trash
receptacle touch points.

Using a Cordless Fogger / Sprayer helps Disinfect areas quickly and safely. Allowing 10-15
minute dry time after spray till first touch. This is great use for spraying down seats before shows
- Ryobi 18v DEFENDER - Multipurpose Fogger

Microphones including handhelds and lavalier, body packs and body pack belts, and clips cannot
be shared.

If a microphone is used during an event, it must be properly wiped down and put away in a

clean/non contaminated location.
T How to Clean Shure Microphones

T Microphone Sanitizer
T Point Source Audio Offers Mic Sanitation Tips, Part of USITT’s Forum@Four
Props & wigs should be used by a single student and not be shared. They should also be washed

or cleaned regularly.

T Arizona Wig Boutique on how to sanitize wigs

T EdTA Forum on how best to clean wigs

T CDC guidelines on cleaning and disinfecting your facility
Costumes should be used by a single student and not be shared. They should also be regularly
washed or cleaned.
If costumes are being altered or made non-personal, costume shop equipment should be sanitized
in-between uses. This includes sewing machines, scissors, etc.
All temporary makeup tools (i.e. disposable makeup applicator, disposable mascara wands,
disposable spatula scoops, etc.) should be discarded once used. Makeup tools should not be
shared.
All permanent tools (i.e. brushes, sponges, etc.) should be cleaned regularly.

T How to clean makeup brushes

T Sanitation 101
Crew members should not share tools, but instead should bring their own tools. This includes

crews from electrics, sound, stage, props, costumes, etc. Non-personal tools should be sterilized
in-between uses.

If scenery needs to be built and tools are being shared they will need to be sanitized also. This
includes table saws, band saws, drill presses, etc.
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Technical / Control Booth(s)

T Technical “Booth(s)” should have space for stage management, lighting operator, and sound
operators according to current social distancing best practices.

T If social distancing cannot occur in this space, then masks must be worn.

T Masks must be worn at all times if your state requires it outside
Calculate the max occupancy of social distancing by using this guide.
If possible, lighting and sound should be separated.
All boards, spotlights, music stands, stand lights, and other contact points must be wiped down
following CDC guidelines #1 and/or CDC guidelines #2 for after use.
Highly recommend having a large tent over your makeshift “Booth”. This will help keep all
equipment in the shade and prevent from overheating

T Also recommended to have a small fan blowing on equipment to keep it cool
T Create a barrier in front of your booth to prevent anyone getting too close to your equipment and
you. This will also make it look clean with less obstruction of wires showing.
Also recommend at least 1 collapsible table for your work station
Since being outside, this also means you might have cables / wires run along the ground to your
stage and speakers

T Make sure all cables are taped down and or covered if possible to prevent trip hazards
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Technical Needs

Here is a quick item list for Tech needs based on Production Value
**Suggestion Ask a Technical Director (TD) or Theatre Consultant for recommendations
**Note Not all items will be needed
T ACTING AREA
T Stage Decking (Risers) - inner lock for safety. Usually made of metal frame with a
rubber top [they come in 4x8, 4x4, 2x8, 2x4] Stage Decking Types or Wenger Platforms
T Legs for the decking - Your judgement on height [7” or 8" Rise is normal]
Plywood Stage/Platforms - Use stock platforms to create stage
Marley Flooring - smooth rubber floor for dancing Harlequin floors
Skirting - Make the platforming look presentable
Gaff Tape - for all seems Rosebrand - Gaff Tape
Area Mics - so actors are not individually mic’d
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